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COURSE AND PROFESSOR ARE NEW,
TOPIC IS TIMELY AND TIMELESS
By Mari beth Dwyer
University Relations
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
Richard Drake, who came to the University of Montana history department in
September from the Princeton faculty, appears entirely too urbane and civilized
to be an expert on terrorism— until you consider that equanimity and scholarly
objectivity have to be high on the list of qualifications for probing such an
irrational phenomenon.
Drake did not set out to become an authority on the subject— but one thing
led to another and now he is writing a book on Italian terrorism and teaching
a UM course on European terrorism from 1789 to the present.
The some 50 students taking the course are learning about such topics as
Robespierre1s Reign of Terror, the secret societies of the 19th century, anarchist
theory and practice, the Paris Commune, Bolshevik and Stalinist terror in Russia,
Irish terrorism, terrorism in Italy from Mussolini to the Red Brigades, and
terrorism in Germany from the Nazi period to the so-called "children of Hitler,"
the Baader-Meinhof gang of today.
Drake is reluctant to generalize about 9,100 UM students on the basis of
two months' association with 50, but he does say that the members of his class
are more eager than students he taught at Princeton, Wellesley and U.C.L.A.
"They are zealously grappling with the problems of violence," he says.
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Drake finds that teaching the course is broadening his perspective on the
book he is writing.
not just Italy.

"It makes me look at terrorism in the context of all Europe,

The writing and the teaching reinforce each other."

His first book, "Byzantium for Rome:

the Politics of Nostalgia in Umbertian

Italy," published in 1980, deals with the period from 1878 to 1900.

In researching

this book on 19th-century Italian politics and culture, Drake discovered some
terrorist-1 ike individuals that form a link between earlier and contemporary
violent figures.
Mention of these figures sparked interest among historians and resulted in
Drake's being asked to give a paper on the Red Brigades and the Italian political
tradition at a meeting of the Council for European Studies in Washington, D.C.,
in 1980.

That invitation launched him headlong into the line of inquiry that

led to the book in progress.
But when he was writing the first book, he was not yet particularly interested
in terrorism.

He disclaims any relationship between his later pursuit of the

subject and his having been the first American to receive an Aldo Moro Fellowship
for summer study in Italy— even though Moro became one of this century's most
prominent victims of terrorism.
Drake was awarded the fellowship in 1972, when he was a graduate student at
U.C.L.A., where he took his Ph.D.

Moro, a leader of the Christian Democrats in

Italy, had served as prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, was kidnaped
and murdered by the Red Brigades in 1978.
In an allusion to the circumstance of Moro's body being left for discovery
in central Rome, Drake says it is hard to imagine an American group like the Black
Panthers

or the Symbionese Liberation Army kidnaping and killing the president

and depositing the body a block from the Capitol.
"My students want to know why terrorism is not nearly so effective and
widespread in the United States as in Europe," Drake says.
fortunate?

Is it because we allow more dissent?

in government?"

(more)

"Why is America so

Because people have more voice
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His students also ask if there is a terrorist mind-set.

Drake tells them

that the published research doesn't indicate that there is a terrorist type.
Terrorists come from all social and religious backgrounds--from broken homes
and happy homes, from rich families and poor families.
How and why, then, do people become terrorists?
In some cases, such as Patty Hearst's joining in the terrorist activities
of her captors, brainwashing is a factor, but Drake says that in Europe it is
not generally a way of recruiting terrorists.
He notes that young people in Europe are more ideological and politically
involved than their American counterparts.

In Italy, for example, with its strong

Fascist and Marxist traditions, terrorist recruits are apt to come from youth
groups of the right and left that they grew up in.
Drake's students are also seeking answers to why some centuries are more
violent that others.

Drake notes that George Orwell, one of his heroes, called

the 19th century an oasis of sanity between two periods of relative insanity,
bounded on one end by the French Revolution and the Age of Napoleon and on the
other by the 20th century, the most violent in history.
If answers can be found to why some countries, such as Italy, suffer more
from terrorism than others--and why some centuries are more violent than others—
can ways to cope with the problem be devised?
"There are no guarantees in history," Drake cautions.

"We don't know that

better understanding of terrorism will produce a cure for it.

we can be sure,

however, that without understanding, there is no hope for a solution."
Drake will continue his own guest for better understanding of terrorism with
the support of the American Council of Learned Societies, a federation of 43
scholarly associations.

He is one of the American scholars selected in national
(over)
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competition this year to receive ACLS postdoctoral fellowships for research in
1983.

He also holds a grant for his project from the American Philosophical

Society.
He will spend most of the six months of the fellowship period in Italy,
doing research in libraries and talking to people to gather material needed to
finish his book on Italian terrorism.

The rest of the time he will do research

at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.
"Being in the country you're writing about is very important," says Drake.
"Getting intensely involved in the country's culture gives your work an immediacy
not come by in any other way."
The UM historian, who lived in Italy for two-and-a-half years, is looking
forward to renewing his acquaintance with things Italian— but right now he is
happily getting immersed in things Montanan.
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